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As bailiffs end 8-year dispute, gypsies told. 
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By David Ainsworth 

BAILIFFS and police have 
seized control of four trav- 
eUers’ plots on Hovefields 
Drive. In Wickford. amid 
accusations of racism and 
ethnic cleansing. 

Mon? than SO police and 
bailiffs moved on to the unoccu 
pied Green Belt site with mech 
anicai diggers at 8am yesterday 
(Tuesday) 

llardstandlng was removed, fires 
were lit to burn material from de- 
molished structures and aban 
doned caravans were crushed or 
taken away. Travellers ottered no 
resistance 

The plots were part of a lamer, 
occupied site, which is the subject of 
an eviction battle In the High Court 

The sites will be secured to prevent 


lUrther Incursions, ending an 
eight-year battle by Basildon District 
Council to reclaim them niter travel 
lent tried to establish permanent 
homes on the land 

C rattan Ihixon. of the Gypsies. 
Travellers and Roma Forum, suld; 
’“These planning regulations are be 
Ing used by the council as a 
smokescreen for efhntr cleansing 
The whole issue ts tainted by ra 

And traveller Richard Sheridan 
said These people own the land 
they've put thetr savings into It They 
bought II under regulations laid down 
by the Government and ilietr rights 
have been completely disregarded 

“Were being treated Uke cattle 
We're British citizens, for the love of 
God This wouldn't be allowed in Zlm 
babwe " 

Basildon District Council leader 
CUr Malcolm Buckley said the author 
tty treated everyone equally ' This Is 
the second round of proceedings that 
we've undertaken to secure land illeg 
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TAKING CONTROL; Police and bailiffs swooped on the site 

we're mu just acting agai 
lers Were treating 

tN «Fo» details of the court 
lo< j oao battle to ovlct traveller*. »•• 

also want to mako it clear that P»e« 5 


ally developed by travellers 

“We wont to send the me* 
were acting on unauthorised develop 
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